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## 4180171022 : MAJOR PHILOSOPHY
KEY WORD: THE ANALECTS / LIBERATION / RITES / CONFUCIUS / CHINESE PHILOSOPHY

RACHOD SATRAWUT : RITES IN THE ANALECTS AS LIBERATION. THESIS ADVISOR
: ASSOC.PROF.SUWANNA SATHA-ANAND, , 129 pp. ISBN 974-03-1102-4.

This thesis is an attempt to explicate how Confucius'conceptions of humaneness (ren)
and rites (li) can be considered a form of liberation.Trying to provide a moral-cum-sociopolitical
solution , Confucius puts great emphasis on rites which is sustained by humaneness.The main
role of rites is,in this respectto cultivate a fully human person and create harmoneous
relationships among individuals which ,eventually, will lead to a peaceful society.Taoism, on the
other hand,argues that rites can only be a social construction which obstructs human persons
from natural liberation.The way to get this kind of liberation is to break through social

conventions.Confucius' rites are,inevitably,considered spiritual bondage.

However,this thesis argues that,there is plenty of room for human liberation in
Confucius' philosophy.Within the Confucian philosophical framework the present are actually
obstacles in the way to self-realization,which could be achieved through the cultivation of rites
as learned from history.Human beings'moral potentials can be actualized through constant

learning and thus leading to human liberation
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